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EDITORIAL NOTE

It gives us great pleasure to present this Special Issue of IIM Metal News dedicated 
to Mr. Satish Pai, Past President of The Indian Institute of Metals and Managing 
Director of Hindalco Industries Ltd.
Mr. Pai’s visionary leadership, deep technical insight, and commitment to sustainable 
industrial growth have made a profound impact on the Indian metallurgical landscape. 
During his tenure (2023-24) as President of IIM, he brought renewed energy to the 
Institute, fostering stronger collaboration between academia and industry while 
championing innovation and environmental responsibility in metals production.
Through this special issue, we celebrate his exemplary journey, his contributions to 
the advancement of metallurgy in India, and his lasting influence on both the Institute 
and the wider metallurgical community.
— Editorial Team, IIM Metal News
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IIM CHAPTER ACTIVITIES
CHENNAI CHAPTER
The AGM of the IIM Chennai Chapter was held on 21st June 2025, where the office bearers for 2025-2026 were 
elected. The newly elected office bearers are : Dr. Sushanta Kumar Panigrahi (Chairman), Dr. K.G. Pradeep (Vice 
Chairman – Academic), Mr. G.S. Shankar (Vice Chairman – Industry), Mr. Narayanan Perumal (Hon. Secretary), 
Dr. Surendra B. Anantharaman (Hon. Joint Secretary), and Dr. Rohit Batra (Hon. Treasurer).

KALPAKKAM CHAPTER
The 33rd  Prof. Brahm Prakash Memorial Materials Quiz (BPMMQ 2025)

IIM-Kalpakkam Chapter conducted the 33rd Prof. Brahm Prakash Memorial Materials Quiz (BPMMQ) at the 
Indira Gandhi Centre for Atomic Research (IGCAR), Kalpakkam, during September 12–13, 2025. A total of 45 
teams, comprising 90 students of Classes XI and XII, accompanied by their escorts and office bearers from 19 
chapters of IIM across India, participated in this flagship programme.

The Metal Camp programme commenced with an inaugural session at IGCAR, Kalpakkam, followed by visits 
to various nuclear facilities at Kalpakkam, namely the Fast Breeder Test Reactor (FBTR) and the Madras Atomic 
Power Station (MAPS). The quiz programme was conducted at the DAE Convention Centre, Anupuram. The quiz 
began with the preliminary rounds, which were held in six parallel sessions. The top twelve teams qualified for 
the semi-finals.

Following this, Dr. S. V. S. Narayana Murty, Chairman & Managing Director, MIDHANI, and Vice-President, The 
Indian Institute of Metals, delivered the Memorial Lecture on “Current Achievements and Challenges for Indian 
Metallurgists towards Atmanirbharta in Strategic Materials.” In his lecture, he inspired the students with stories of 
technological excellence and materials-based advances in India, particularly in the strategic sectors. He exhorted 
them to work with national spirit and contribute towards making the nation self-reliant, as envisioned in the Viksit 
Bharat 2047 mission.

Following the Memorial Lecture, the renowned quizmaster and television personality Dr. Sumanth C. Raman 
conducted the Grand Finale. Six teams—representing Trichy (2 teams), Varanasi, Bhubaneswar, Durgapur, and 
Mumbai—engaged in a spirited competition. The questions in the Grand Finale covered a wide range of topics, 
including the societal applications of the nuclear industry, advancements in Indian materials manufacturing and 
production, quantum materials, and lightweight materials. The team from Bhubaneswar (Mr. Om Prayas Panda 
and Mr. Sidhi Binayak Pradhan) delivered an outstanding performance, clinching the coveted BPMMQ 2025 title, 
while the team from Trichy (Ms. M. Sreenika and Ms. Vijaya Durga C) secured a close second place.

An essay and elocution contest was also conducted for the quiz participants. Nearly 50 original essays were 
received from students on three topics:

(i)  Materials pushing the limits of hypersonic flight

(ii)  Can materials create future medical breakthroughs?

(iii)  The materials driving the quantum technology revolution

The eight best essays were selected for the elocution contest.
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MUMBAI CHAPTER
Dr. C. V. Sundaram Memorial Lecture

The IIM Mumbai Chapter organized the “Dr. C. V. Sundaram Memorial Lecture – 2025” on 13th September 2025 
at the Multipurpose Hall, TSH, Anushaktinagar. The lecture on “Corrosion Mitigation in New Energy Paradigm: 
Basic Research, Generative Models and System Approach” was delivered by Prof. V. S. Raja, Emeritus Fellow, 
Department of Metallurgical Engineering and Materials Science, IIT Bombay.

A renowned corrosion Scientist, Prof. Raja shared valuable insights on addressing corrosion challenges in modern 
energy technologies operating under aggressive environments. He emphasized the need for a balanced approach 
combining fundamental research, validated generative models, and a holistic system perspective to ensure 
material reliability and sustainability. 

The event was successfully conducted with generous financial support from several well-wishers and promoters 
of science, including IIM Headquarters, Kolkata; IGCAR, Kalpakkam; Department of Atomic Energy, Mumbai; 
JSW Centre, Mumbai; NFC, Hyderabad; MIDHANI, Hyderabad; AMD, Hyderabad; NPCIL, Mumbai; HWB, 
Mumbai; ARCI, Hyderabad; Hindalco Industries; ITW India; ABS Instruments, and several leading firms dealing 
with metallurgical equipment and services. 
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Prof. V. S. Raja Delivering the Dr C V 
Sundaram Memorial Lecture

Dr. R. Tewari, Director,  
Materials Group, BARC Presenting a 

Memento to Prof. V.S. Raja

Members of the IIM Mumbai Chapter Attending the Lecture

VARANASI CHAPTER
On 15th September 2025, celebrated as Engineer’s Day, IIM Varanasi Chapter had the honor of hosting an 
invited lecture by Prof. C. Suryanarayana, FIMMM, FASM, Professor Emeritus, University of Central Florida. Prof. 
Suryanarayana delivered an engaging and insightful talk on “Novel Nanocomposites by Mechanical Alloying.”

Prof. Suryanarayana earned his M.S. (Metallurgical Engineering) in 1967 and Ph.D. (Metallurgical Engineering) in 
1970 from Banaras Hindu University (BHU). In recognition of his outstanding contributions, he was awarded the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award of BHU during the Platinum Jubilee Year of the Department in 1998.

He served BHU with distinction, holding positions as Lecturer (1967–1973), Reader (1973–1982), and Professor 
(1982–1988). Prof. Suryanarayana was instrumental in establishing the National Electron Microscope Facility 
(NELMIF) in 1982, a unique facility supported by the DST, Government of India.

A world-renowned researcher in non-equilibrium processing, Prof. Suryanarayana’s profound contributions to 
the field of materials science are widely respected.

The lecture drew participation from Chapter Executive Members and students alike. 
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KOLKATA CHAPTER
The IIM Kolkata Chapter organized the Inaugural Diamond Jubilee Lecture on Saturday, 4th October 2025, 
marking the commencement of its Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.

The event was graced by Prof. Suman Chakraborty, Director, IIT Kharagpur, who delivered an inspiring lecture 
on “Materials and Devices for Point-of-Care Technology.”

The session offered deep insights into the intersection of materials research, setting a distinguished tone for the 
Chapter’s year-long Diamond Jubilee celebrations. The lecture was well attended by members, academicians, 
and students, who appreciated Prof. Chakraborty’s visionary perspectives.
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