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EDITORIAL NOTE
This Special Issue of IIM Metal News is dedicated to Mr. T. V. Narendran, 
Former President of The Indian Institute of Metals (2021-22) and Chief 
Executive Officer & Managing Director of Tata Steel Limited.

Mr. Narendran’s leadership and contributions to the Indian steel and metallurgical 
sector, including his tenure as President of IIM, have played a significant role in 
advancing the Institute’s objectives.

This issue acknowledges his professional journey and enduring contributions to 
the metallurgical fraternity.

— Editorial Team, IIM Metal News

EDITORIAL BOARD :  IIM Metal News
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NEWS UPDATES

Leading Indian Companies Collaborate with 
Sweden's Innovators to Drive Decarbonisation 
in Steel, Cement Sectors

Leading Indian companies like Tata Steel have 
joined hands with Swedish technology innovators to 
launch seven projects to drive decarbonisation in the 
domestic steel and cement sectors.

As India advances towards its 2070 net-zero target, 
reducing emissions from these hard-to-abate sectors 
will be essential to support the country's infrastructure 
development, industrial growth, and long-term 
climate ambitions, a press statement has said.

The projects include using hydrogen in rotary kilns 
for steelmaking, recycling steel slag to produce 
green cement, and deploying AI to support cement 
decarbonisation.

Seven innovative projects have been selected to 
conduct pre-pilot feasibility studies in India under the 
Lead IT industry transition partnership, with funding 
from the Department of Science and Technology, 
Government of India and the Swedish Energy Agency, 
the statement said.

Leading Indian and global companies, research 
institutes, and technology innovators are driving 
these seven decarbonisation projects for India's steel 
and cement sectors.

The key participants include Tata Steel, JK Cement, 
Ambuja Cements Ltd, Jindal Steel, Prism Johnson, 
Cemvision along with Swedish technology leaders 
Kanthal and Swerim.

- The Economic Times (9.12.25) 

SAIL Posts 14% Growth in Sales in Apr-Nov 
Despite Price Pressures
State-owned steel maker SAIL said it recorded a 14 
per cent year-on-year growth in sales at 12.7 million 
tonnes (MT) in April-November 2025, amid "price 
pressures and demand volatility".

The Steel Authority of India Ltd (SAIL), a leading 
integrated player in the steel sector, had posted sales 
of 11.1 MT in the corresponding period last year.

The company said, "This resilient performance was 

possible due to a strong sales strategy...despite many 
challenges including global price pressures and 
demand volatility arising from various global trade 
policy uncertainties and geopolitical tensions." 

During the eight-month period, the company said 
retail sales were also strong. It was at 0.97 MT, up 
13 per cent from 0.86 MT in April-November 2024, 
supported by ongoing nationwide brand promotion 
campaigns.

In November alone, overall sales rose 27 per cent 
year-on-year, while retail sales surged by 69 per cent 
y-o-y.

SAIL, under the Ministry of Steel, owns and operates 
five integrated steel plants in Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, 
Odisha and West Bengal with an overall capacity of 
over 20 million tonnes per annum.

- Business Standard (13.12.25)

Jindal Steel to Double Structural Steel Capacity 
at Raigarh Plant
Jindal Steel announced an expansion plan for doubling 
the annual manufacturing capacity of structural steel 
at its Raigarh facility to 2 million tonnes.

Steel structurals, due to their high strength, durability, 
and ductility, are of huge importance for infrastructure 
projects like bridges, towers and large buildings -- 
which are seeing a push led by various government-
led schemes and private investments.

In a statement, the Naveen Jindal Group company 
"announced a significant expansion of its structural 
steel manufacturing capabilities at its Raigarh facility, 
under which the company will double its existing 
structural steel capacity from 1.2 million tonnes per 
annum (MTPA) to 2.4 MTPA by mid 2028".

The expansion will substantially enhance the 
availability of heavy and ultra-heavy structural steel 
sections in India and support Jindal Steel's leadership 
in the segment, it said.

As part of the expansion, Jindal Steel said it will 
commission a new, dedicated structural steel mill, 
alongside advanced upstream and downstream 
technology upgrades.

The company manufactures parallel flange sections 
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ranging from 100 mm to 900 mm, with sectional 
weights of up to 333 kg per metre.

With the ongoing expansion, production capability 
will extend to ultra-heavy sections reaching 1,100 
mm depth and 1,500 kg per metre.

The company did not disclose the value of the 
expansion plan.

- The Economic Times (29.12.25)

India Imposes Three-Year Tariff on Some Steel 
Products after ‘Sudden, Sharp’ Increase in 
Imports
India has imposed a three-year import tariff of between 
11% and 12% on some steel products, according 
to a finance ministry order published (December 
30, 2025), as the government aims to curb cheap 
shipments from China.

The levy, locally known as a safeguard duty, will be 
imposed at 12% in the first year followed by 11.5% 
in ⁠the second year and then 11% in the third year.

The measure, which was published on the official 
government gazette, excludes imports from certain 
developing countries, though China, Vietnam, and 
Nepal will be subject to the levy. It also will not apply 
to specialty steel products such as stainless steel.

The federal steel ministry has repeatedly said it does 
not want the domestic steel industry to face injury 
due to cheap imports and sub-standard products.

The government imposed a temporary 200-day tariff 
of 12% in April.

The Directorate General of Trade Remedies 
recommended the three-year duty after finding a 
“recent, sudden, sharp and significant increase in 
imports ... causing and threatening to cause serious 
injury "to the domestic industry”, the order said.

U.S. President Donald Trump’s import tariffs on steel 
have fuelled a wave of trade friction over Chinese 
steel, with countries including South Korea and 
Vietnam imposing anti-dumping levies earlier this 
year.

- The Hindu (31.12.25)

SAIL Reports Record High December Sales at 
2.1 Million Tonnes
Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) reported 
2.1 million tonne (MT) (provisional) sales during 
December 2025, its best performance for the month 
till date. A company statement said this is 37% over 
the sales volume of 1.5 MT achieved in December 
2024.

The performance during the month helped SAIL 
sustain its growth momentum during the fiscal with 
sales volume reaching 14.7 MT (provisional) through 
April-December 2025. This is 17% higher than 12.6 
MT sales reported in the same months of last fiscal.

“Apart from the records set in the domestic market, 
export volumes have also surged significantly, 
underscoring SAIL’s growing global footprint,” SAIL 
said.

Shares of the company rose 2.34% to Rs 150.85 
a scrip during trade.
In a November earnings call, Ashok Panda, SAIL’s 
Director (Finance) said the country's steel industry 
continues to enjoy robust demand for steel with 
consumption during first half of fiscal 2025-26 
growing by more than 8% over the same period last 
year.

This was, however, sort of overshadowed by the 
growth in production as crude steel production grew 
by more than 12% in this half-yearly over the same 
period last year.

India recently imposed a 12% safeguard duty on steel 
imports, boosting prospects of the domestic industry. 
The duty covered steel imports from China, Vietnam, 
and Nepal.

- The Economic Times (5.1.26)

Tata Steel Q3 Output Grows 8 Percent; 
Deliveries up 7.56 Percent

Tata Steel has reported an 8 per cent rise in its 
consolidated output to 8.33 million tonnes in the 
December quarter of FY26 from 7.71 million tonnes 
(MT) in the year-ago period.

The production number excludes the contribution of 
the company's operations in the UK, where the steel 
maker is building over 3.2 MT electric arc furnace 
(EAF) based steel plant as part of a green transition 
plan.

Tata Steel UK is serving its customers via the 
downstream processing of purchased substrate, an 
exchange filing said.

"Enabling works for the EAF project have advanced, 
and the site landscape is being reshaped for the next 
phase of construction," it added.

The overall deliveries stood at 8.25 MT from 7.67 MT 
in Q3 FY25, a rise of 7.56 per cent.

Deliveries include from India operations, Tata Steel 
Netherlands, Tata Steel UK and Tata Steel Thailand.

- The Economic Times (7.1.26)
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IIM CHAPTER ACTIVITIES
MUMBAI CHAPTER

1) On 13 September 2025, the IIM Mumbai Chapter conducted its Annual General Body Meeting at the BARC 
Guest House, Mumbai, with participation from over 60 members of IIM Mumbai Chapter including industry, 
BARC, IIT Bombay, universities, and student members. The meeting reviewed the Chapter’s activities and 
financials, inducted new Executive Committee members, and featured the inaugural IIM Mumbai Chapter Awards 
in metallurgical engineering. The awards were presented to the winners in three categories. Dr. Bachu Shravan 
Kumar, IIT Bombay was awarded the best PhD thesis award, Mr. Sidhant Gupta, BARC was awarded the best 
M.Tech. thesis award and Ms. Dipannita Saha, IIT Bombay was awarded the Best technical paper award. The 
event concluded with the vote of thanks by Dr. S. Roychowdhury. 

Top (L to R): Shri V. Srikanth, Dr. Alok Awasthi, Dr. S.K. Nouduru, Dr. Kartikey K. Yadav,  Dr. Kinshuk 
Dasgupta,   Prof. S. Basu Bottom (L to R): Prof. Amartya Mukhopadhyay, Shri Rajak Syed, Dr. A.C. Bidaye,  
Prof. Smrutiranjan Parida, Prof. M.J.N.V. Prasad, Dr. R. Tewari, Dr. R.N. Singh (Chairman),  Dr. Supratik 
Roychowdhury (Hon. Secretary), Shri Arbind Kumar, Shri S. Chowdhury,  Shri Sudhakar Bonde

Members of the IIM Mumbai Chapter Present for the AGBM
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Dr. Supratik Roychowdhury, Hon-Secretary, IIM Mumbai Chapter 
and Shri Rajak Syed, Hon-Treasurer, IIM Mumbai Chapter at the 
Exhibition StallThe Exhibition Stall

Dr. Deep Prakash Delivering the Evening Lecture Dr. Arvind Bidaye (Retd.), MPD, BARC, Presenting a 
Memento to the Speaker

2) As part of the Evening Lecture Series of the IIM Mumbai Chapter, the second lecture of 2025 was held on 
November 15, 2025 at the Multipurpose Hall, TSH, Anushaktinagar. The lecture, titled “Emerging Opportunities 
in Materials Science Research and Development,” was delivered by Dr. Deep Prakash, Head, Institutional 
Collaboration & Programs Division, DAE, and Scientific Secretary, Atomic Energy Commission.

Dr. Prakash highlighted the critical role of materials science in addressing contemporary challenges in energy, 
climate, health, and technology. He discussed emerging opportunities in hydrogen energy, biomaterials, 
energy and rare-earth materials, sensors, healthcare materials, and advanced manufacturing, including additive 
manufacturing and advanced ceramics, offering a forward-looking perspective on the evolving role of materials 
research. 

3) The Indian Institute of Metals (IIM) set up an exhibition stall at NDE-2025, organized by ISNT at the Jio Convention 
Centre, Mumbai, from 11–13 December 2025. The stall was represented by Dr. Supratik Roychowdhury, Hon. 
Secretary, and Shri Rajak Syed, Hon. Treasurer, IIM Mumbai Chapter.

The objective was to showcase IIM’s activities and promote membership. Informative charts and pamphlets 
highlighting IIM’s objectives, pan-India presence, events, and membership benefits—provided by IIM 
Headquarters—were displayed. The stall received an encouraging response, with strong interest shown by visitors 
and industry representatives, many of whom shared their contact details for future engagement. 
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HISAR CHAPTER

HYDERABAD CHAPTER

The IIM Hisar Chapter organised a one-day Industry–Academia Meet with IIT Ropar at Tusi Bhawan, Jindal 
Stainless Limited, Hisar on 13th September, 2025, aimed at strengthening collaboration between academia 
and industry to foster innovation and sustainable growth. The event brought together industry professionals, 
academicians, and students for open discussions on research challenges and practical solutions.

The workshop was inaugurated by Mr. Prahlad Singh Chaudhary, Head–HR, Jindal Stainless Limited, who 
emphasized the importance of R&D and academia–industry collaboration. Dr. Santosh Kumar, VP–R&D, 
delivered the welcome address, highlighting the evolving role of academia and industry in developing industry-
ready talent. Dr. Arijit Saha Podder, Chairman, IIM Hisar Chapter, underscored IIM’s role in bridging academic 
research and industrial application, particularly in clean metallurgy.

The technical session featured keynote lecture by Dr. Prince Kumar Singh, Associate Professor, Dept. of Met. 
Engg. and Matls. Sc., IIT Ropar and Dr. Avala Lavakumar, Associate Professor, Dept. of Met. Engg. and Matls. Sc., 
IIT Ropar. Dr. Prince Kumar Singh spoke on “Water Modelling of Tundish,” discussing modelling techniques to 
reduce inclusions in steel. Dr. Avala Lavakumar presented insights on “Local and Global Deformation Behaviour 
of Materials,” focusing on deformation mechanisms and advanced characterization techniques.

The symposium concluded with an interactive discussion session that encouraged active participation from industry 
and academia, identifying future research opportunities. The event was attended by around 200 participants and 
was well received for its technical depth and relevance, reaffirming the IIM Hisar Chapter’s commitment to 
advancing metallurgical research and industry collaboration.

The Tamhankar Memorial Lecture is organized annually by the IIM Hyderabad Chapter, in tribute to Dr. R. V. 
Tamhankar for his pivotal role in establishing DMRL and MIDHANI. The 32nd Memorial Lecture was held on 
September 19, 2025, at the Tamhankar Auditorium, DMRL. Shri Amarendu Prakash, Chairman, SAIL and Vice-
President, IIM, delivered the lecture on “Innovation through Partnership: Driving Transformational Knowledge 
into Industrial Excellence.” He highlighted India’s growth in steel production, the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047, 
the need for global collaboration, knowledge-to-industry translation, Atmanirbhar Bharat, and the importance 
of the 3Rs—Reduce, Refuse, and Recycle. The lecture was well received by a full house attendance comprising 
students, academicians, researchers, industry professionals, and retired members. 
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KALPAKKAM & CHENNAI CHAPTERS

PUNE CHAPTER

The 17th Dr. Placid Rodriguez Memorial Lecture (PRML) 2025 was organized by the IIM Chennai and Kalpakkam 
Chapters at IGCAR, Kalpakkam, to honour Dr. Placid Rodriguez’s outstanding contributions to metallurgy and 
India’s fast reactor programme. The lecture was held on October 6, 2025, at the Sarabhai Auditorium, IGCAR.

The event initiated with the welcome address by Dr. V. Karthik, Chairman, IIM Kalpakkam Chapter. Dr. M. 
Vasudevan, AD, MDTG, provided a brief overview of the PRML series, highlighting its significance and continued 
impact. The presidential address was delivered by Shri C.G. Karhadkar, Distinguished Scientist & Director, IGCAR, 
Kalpakkam. The memorial lecture was delivered by Dr. Raghvendra Tewari, Distinguished Scientist & Director, 
Materials Group, BARC, on “Changing Role of Materials for Advanced Nuclear Reactors in India.” He discussed 
advances in materials for Gen-IV reactors and highlighted the strategic importance of rare elements and the need 
for indigenous processing routes. The programme concluded with a memento presentation and vote of thanks, 
with wide participation through a hybrid format. 

The 17th Dr. Dara P. Antia Memorial Lecture was delivered by Prof. U. Kamachi Mudali, Vice Chancellor, 
Homi Bhabha National Institute (DAE), Mumbai, on  7 November 2025 at COEP Technological University, 
Pune. His lecture on “Perspectives and Pathways for India towards Critical Materials” highlighted technological 
gaps in critical mineral manufacturing aligned with national policy. The programme was attended by over 150 
participants.



IIM PRESIDENT’S VISIT TO JAIPUR CHAPTER

The IIM Jaipur Chapter, in association with the Department of Metallurgical and Materials Engineering, MNIT 
Jaipur, hosted Prof. B. S. Murty, Director, IIT Hyderabad and President, IIM on 10 December 2025. He was 
welcomed by Prof. R. K. Goyal, Chairman, IIM Jaipur Chapter and Head, DMME. Prof. Murty interacted with 
chapter members, faculty, and students, reviewed chapter activities, and appreciated efforts in promoting 
metallurgical education. Representatives from IIM Jodhpur Chapter also joined the meeting, during which Prof. 
Murty offered valuable suggestions for new initiatives that the Jaipur and Jodhpur Chapters could undertake 
and highlighted collaboration opportunities with IIT Hyderabad. His visit concluded with an Institute Lecture 
on “Creating Engineers for Viksit Bharat” at MNIT Jaipur, where he emphasized innovation, interdisciplinary 
research, entrepreneurship, and skill-based education.

A distinguished materials scientist and former President of The Indian Institute of Metals, Prof. Mudali has made 
significant contributions in corrosion science, advanced materials, and surface engineering, with over 477 
publications and numerous national and international honours. The event concluded with a vote of thanks from 
the organizers. 
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A Group Photograph of IIM Members and Dr Dara Antia 
Memorial Lecture Committee Members

Dr Sanak Mishra, Former President, IIM 
Presenting Scroll of Honor to Dr Kamachi 
Mudali on the Occasion of 17th Dr Dara P 
Antia Memorial Lecture Function Held at 
COEP Pune
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Program Details of the 80th Foundation Day 
of IIM at Metal House, IIM Head Office
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